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to£E ^ EtS ^ & ^ aiffiS U Wace all prior version,, and listings, of claims in 
This listing of claims will replace au pno 

the application: 
T oting o f Claims: 

d JtaLld ima^ serving as a ****** « -» — * 
^ and a background . ^ ^ ^ ^ eadl 

„ta, colors each defined by a set ^ or ^ 

having any one of n possMe vai <_ . jai— tad set of 

thereby form a synthesized image, 

th» image forming method comprising the steps of. 

in pl JLy of different image data items ~- 

« a » of *— . - - - ^riftd 

o(saidmai n^^^^ ofaaidbackgioandiMgedatacandl4ate5toa 

item representative of said background image; 

data item to said main image gradation value set; 
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• v^e image data item representative of, main shape 
formic a mam shape image Vindicative one of 

W — * snape of .aid mam ""f^ZZL* ^ a3 8ai d a* valid 
determined ~ — • - ^-indicative one of said 

pixels of said mam image, „„i. e ls of said main image; and _ 

Jredetermined^^^^^^ of said 

— forming a synthe«zed image data ^ lmjkvmi image 

^thesized r » ^mtrrtative'of said main image and said 
W on a main .mage <~ ^ item ^ said main image 

itrrelrirageformedWinpnttingdataofdotsaeaesired. 

,C - An image forming method according to claim 1 wnerem 
3 ' ^r^mlsnalimagedataitemcompris-tnestepsof: 
the step of forming saia ^ d 

rn*r:n:ri.— . — 

' • ec forming method according to claim 3, wherem 
4 (Original): An image forming 

• a fcvnt data is outline font data, 
said predetermined font data is u 

farnnne method according to claim 1, wherein 
, An ^^"^ colorS , said t hree Penary <*lors 

said plurality of basic colors include three primary 
being cyan, magenta, and yellow. 
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^ 0 +v,nd according to claim 5, wherein 
rn^mnalV An image forming method accorome 
6 . (Original), ah s corresponding to a mixed color of 

said plurality of basic colors include a basxc color corresponding 

said three primary colore. 

, (Original): An image ™ method according to claim 1, wherein 
-^n^aiSaTma^ i?E?mio^ 9 a ptmt anage to 

8. (Original): An image forming -tKod accord to daim 7. wherein 
said printing object is a tape. 

j. «»tlind according to claim 7, wherein 

9 (Original): An image forming method according 

aa id print image is printed by an ink jet printing method. 

10 (Original)-. An image fcrming method according * claim 1. wherein 

said » - C — — — color9 - sai4 ttaee " 

being red, green, and bine. 

* «rr «,o+Vind according to claim 1, wherein 

11 (Original): An image forming method, according 

11. (Original; displayed on a display 
said synthesized image is formed as a display un g 

screen* 

12. (Original): An image forming method according to clan. 1, further 

including the steps ofc , an automatic main gradation value adjustment 

determining whether or not an automatic mai g . , , 

determining d Qne corresp0 nding to said background 

should be executed to automatically 

i^ge represented by said background image data item 

gradation value set; and ^ponding to said background image 

wherein the step of setting said on© correspon s 

wnerein . . to said mam image gradation 

represented by said background image data item 
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executed*-. 



13. (Cancelled) 

M (Previous* Pentad): An image fcrming device for formic a mam 

■ 1 a^grol M se^g as a backed of said mam image * 
mag e and a backgro ^ ^ each 

^ co>ors eacli Uteri £ » - ^ is ^ „ „ ^ ^ 

kavi ng ar, one of n vrfues ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ rf 

3) and defi^ a ^ ^ Taid main image and said backed image. to 

basic colors, and synthesizing saia m 
thereby form a synthesized image, 

^ 0 irnaee forming device comprising: 

TTI! imagt data candidate storage means for storing a pluranty of 
^ alTtem, respectively representative of candidates for said 
different image data items resp 

„ v^vormmd image data candidates, 
^ckgroundnnage a^und a^ ^ ^ fc ^ . 

T rtTof said n-valued basic color gradation values, said 
plura 3ity of different ^ bad£gr01md ^ data 

different sets corresponding to respect, 

j j .„= «<, candidates for a mam image gradation vaiue 
candidates, as candidal „„ Uea toaJlvandpUelsofsaidmamimage; 
i i„<™Jaiim values commonly applied to an vmf 

image dl— to a background image data item representative of said 

background image; 
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mai n image vaiue — :.T- - - 

^ t0 r - - : - ^::ztlz - - - - - 

background image represented by said 

image gradation value set; xnain s ^image_data__ 
jBSjaA«iaS»^fefflB_t. _ - ^vindicative one of 

determined two values « ^ ^ fflain taage , ott d assigning an 

sai d main image a, sa,d aU ^ " ^ ^ s u ^ renlain in E pixeis of 

invaUdity-indicative one of said predetermi 

said main image; and & i^ge data 

Resized image data-fornunS _m said main image and 

representative of said ^™ * ^ reprMentativ e of said 
^d background image baaed on a mam »i ^ 

having said main image gradation ™ 

m An image forming device according to claim 14, where*. 

dot image formed by inputting data of dots as desired. 

,n einalV An image forming device according to daim 14, including 
( ^r spring predetermined font data, wKerein said main shape 

font storage means for storing p 

i^ge data-formingmeans ^ data M a source of said main 

text data-inputting means for mputtmg 

^ ^ sion means for converting said text data into image data based on 
p re determL":l to ^-----^ 4ataitOT 



PAGE 17/35 



Pag© 9 of 15 



Jul-21-04 04:36pm Frora-Hogan & Hartson L.L.P. Los Angeles, CA 1 213 337 6701 



T-878 P. 01 8/035 F-508 



Attorney Docket No. 81752.0023 
At>pl. No. 09/488,469 Customer No. 26021 

Amdt. Dated July 21, 2004 
Reply to Office Action of April 7, 2004 

17 . (Original): An image forming device according to claim 16, wherein 
said predetermined font data is outline font data. 

* f-v-T^cr rfpvice according to claim 14, wherein 

18 (Original): An image forming device accords 

* v • w a wlude three primary colors, said three primary colors 
said plurality of basic colors include tnree pr™«> 

n^g^anTmageOT anUyiHow. 

19 (Original): An image forming device according to claim 18, wherein 
said plurality of basic colors include a basic color corresponding to a mixed color of 
said three primary colors. 

20 (Original): An image forming device according to claim 14, wherein 
said synthesized image is formed as a print image to be printed on a printing object. 

21. (Original): An image forming device according to claim 20, wherein 
said printing object is a tape. 

22. (Original): An image forming device according to claim 20, wherein 
said print image is printed by an ink jet printing method. 

23 (Original): An image forming device according to claim 14. wherein 
.aid plurality of basic colors include three primary colors, said three primary colors 
being red, green, and blue. 

24 (Original): An image forming device according to claim 14, wherein 
^ srntWzed image is formed as a display image to be displayed on a display 

screen. 

25 (Original): An image forming device according to claim 14, further 
including automatic main gradation value adjustment-fctermining means for 
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• whether or not an automatic main gradation value adjustment should 
"e— n* Wh6 t "1 set seid one corresponding to said background image 
be executed to automat*** set said ^ 
represented by said background image data item to sal 

value set; and ^-setting means e^cutes jaid 

— rtrss.fsf 5=—— -or - - - 

" r» s*d background image represented by said background image 

^ponding to sai<T ,* ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

data item to said mam image grau»^ 

automatic main gradation value adjustment should be executed. 
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